THE   STORT   OF  SWEDENBORG

me, where I found many persons of my acquaintance
of all conditions. Thereafter the Lord daily opened
the eyes of my spirit to see in perfect wakefulness
what was going on in the other world, and to con-
verse, broadawake, with angels and spirits."

In his first vision Swedenborg speaks of " a kind
of vapour steaming from the pores of my body. It
was a most visible watery vapour and fell downwards
to the ground upon the carpet." This is a close
description of that ectoplasm which we have found
to be the basis of all physical phenomena. The sub-
stance has also been called " ideoplasm," because it
takes on in an instant any shape with which it is
impressed by the spirit. In this case it changed,
according to his account, into vermin, which was said
to be a sign from his Guardians that they disapproved
of his diet, and was accompanied by a clairaudient
warning that he must be more careful in that respect.

What can the world make of such a narrative ?
They may say that the man was mad, but his life in
the years which followed showed no sign of mental
weakness. Or they might say that he lied. But he
was a man who was famed for his punctilious veracity.
His friend Cuno, a banker of Amsterdam, said of him,
" When he gazed upon me with his smiling blue eyes
it was as if truth itself was speaking from them."
Was he then self-deluded and honestly mistaken ?
We have to face the fact that in the main the spiritual
observations which he made have been confirmed and
extended since his time by innumerable psychic
observers. The true verdict is that he was the first